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THE DARTMOUTH

Text of Kemeny Letter to Nixon

(Editor’s Note: The following is
the text of a letter sent by Col-
lege President John G. Kemeny
to President Richard M. Nixon
on the subject of campus un-
rest.) \.
Dear Mr. President:

Your letter to university pres-
idents reached me belatedly,
since it was addressed to my
predecessor. I would like to give
it the thoughtful answer it de-
serves.

First of all, let me stipulate
that I accept your charge: “the
primary responsibility for main-
taining a climate of free discus-
sion and inquiry on the college
campus rests with the academ-
ic community itself.” Under the
. leadership of my distinguished
predecessor, John Sloan Dickey,
such a climate was maintained
on the Dartmouth campus dur-
ing the past 25 years. I am proud
of the record of my institution
and will do everything within
ny power to continue Dart-
mouth’s outstanding record.

A policy of Freedom of Ex-
pression and Dissent was drawn
up by a facuity-student commit-
. tee 2 few years 2go. It was ap-
proved overwhelmingly by the
~ facully and endorsed by the
- Board of Trustees. Every stu-
* dent enfering Dartmouth Col-
lege must signify his accept-
ance of this policy:

“Dartmouth College prizes’
and defends the right of free
speech and the freedom of the
individual to make his own de-
cisions, while at the same time
recognizing that such freedom
exists in the context of law and
of responsibility for one’s ac-
tions. The exercise of these
rights must not deny the same
rights to any other individugl.
The College therefore both fos-
fers and protects the rights of
individuals to express dissent,
Protest or demonstration shall
1ok be discouraged so long as
neither force nor the threat of

force is used, and so long as the

orderly processes of the College
are not deliberately obstructed,
Membership*in the Dartmouth
community carries with it, as a2
necessary condition, the agree-
ment fo honor and abide by this
mlfc’;‘éh

Thank you for sharing with
me the festimony of Professor
idney Hook before your Com-

mission on Campus Unrest. I
know and respect Professor
Hook. Many of his suggestions
are constru tive and useful. Yet
I must disagree with one of his
fundamental assumptions.

Intellectual Cont-roversy-

Professor Haok s:iaies that: .

“The objection is not to contro-
versy, for intellectual controver-
Sy is the life of mind. The pub-
lic objection is to how controver-
sy is carried onto the use of
bombs, arson, vandalism, physi-
cal assault and: other expres-
sions of violent strife and tur-
moil.” I wish that this assump-
tion were correct, because it
would make it much simpler to
administer institutions of higher
education,
know from first-hand experience
that all too often the objection
is to intellectual controversy, no
matter what form it takes.

I agree wholeheartedly that
violence, assault and all forms
of coercion are intolerable on
the university campus. Howev-

er, the yast majority of students.
do not engage in any such activ- -

ity. They express concern about
the problems of_ society in a
dedicated, responsible ,and con-
structive manner. I have there-
fore been quite disturbed by the
high level of intolerance shown
by many Americans towards the
peaceful expression of unpopular
views.

I am greatly concerned over
the fact that there is a tendency
to lump together the small vio-
lent minority with the vast ma-
tive students. I too have com-
plained on occasion that stu-
dents tend. to be highly impa-
tient, show a lack of understand-
refuse to recognize the lessons
of history. And yet one' must
recognize, as Professor Hook
said, that “intellectual contro-
versy is the life of the mind.”

The deep concern of students

’ for the abolition of all wars, the

eradication of racial prejudice,
the saving of our environment,
and the solution of the many
perplexing problems of our
technological society serves as
a4 ciy of consclence for the en-
tire nation. I regret expressions
of intolerance towards construc-
tive eriticism which, by impli-
cation, would deny students the
right to express their own ideag,

I also regret the many inci-
dents in which students have

Unfortunately, T

been coerced or assauifed for a
erime no greater than wearing
their hair too long or favoring

an informal mode of dress. For

orie who has had to flee perse-
cution' in Europe and found a
haven in the United States it is

a matter of great personal sad-

ness to find such irrational in-
tolerance on the increase.
Sceranton Commission Cited
I would like to thank you for
appointing your Commission on
-Campus Unrest. I feel that the
recommendations of the Scran-
ton Commission represent a tru-
ly well thought-out, balanced
bluepzint for solving the prob-
lems of the . universities. I urge
You to give the most serious con-
sideration to fhe implementa-
tion of all' their major recom-
mendations.
_ I am in complete agreement
with the Commission’s statement
that “violence and disorder are

“ the antithesis of democratic pro-

cesses and cannot be tolerated.”
But equally important is their
statement that ‘dissent and
peaceful protest are  a valued
part of this nation’s way of gov-
erning -itself.” I accept their
criticisms of the shortcomings
of universities and their con-
structive recommendations for
ways in which we can improve
both the system of higher ed-
ucation and the goverbment of
‘our institutions. The call to stu-
dents to protect the right of all
speakers to be heard, and to ac-
qguire greater understanding of
the processes of change, is most
welcome. Equally important is
the Commission’s recommenda-
tion for a change in the national

- climate that wil make it easfer.

for university administrators to
carry out their appointed tasks.
In particular-I strongly urge
you to accept the Commission’s
your high office o provide mor-
al leadership for our naion and
to create an atmosphere of {ol-
erance and understanding,
Responsibilities of Presidents
I have learned in my briaf
seven montins in office that a
special responsbility belongs to
the president of the ecollege fo
try tc explain the various seg-
ments of our academic commu-
nitya1e, each vther aad to bring

. abont understanding and a tol-
erance, for , dissenting views I

replize the magle favested in
the office that glvea the Presi-

c¢ent both a-unique oppertunity
and a heavy responsibility. I am
nanpy to say that we hayve made
majer strides in imyuroving un-
desstanding amongst our. stu-
dents, faculty and alumni

This experience leads me to
Lelicve that only the President
Cf the United States is in a pesi-
t'on to bring about such an at-
nicsphere of toferance and un-
derstanding on the national lev-
el. While it is cerfainly part of
yenr responsibilinvy to peint cut
the sharp distincrion between
frcedom of spee:n and violent
avtion, I hope,that you will be
willing "to play Lha leading role
in helping the non-academic
community to understand the
feelings of the vast msjority of
faculty and students.

We must not allow .a very
small' percentage -of extremely
radical students and faculty to
present a completely unfair and
distorted image of the American
university. If vou could take the

- initiative to explain to the na-

tion that the vast/ majority: of
our faculty and students are
deeply and sincerely moti-
vated to work for the improve-
ment of our society through
peaceful means, and to recail to
our citizens that tolerance for
unpopular views is a corner- -
stone of American democracy,
it would go a long way towards
healing wounds in our country
and reestablishing that atmo-
sphere of tolerance which is
crucial for the existence of our
universities.

I am happy that you have tai-
en the initiative in opening chan-
nels of communication between
yourself and those of us who are
responsible for higher education
in' the United States. I hope that

this exchange of-letters is but

the beginning of a continuing
dialogue. :

John G. Kemenyv
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