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ELEANORE . HILL

December 1, 1983
To: Subcmmttee Menbers and Legislative Staff

From: o&mtb Dep. Chief Counsel

Subj: Cultural Collapse, Further Evidence of

MEMORANDUM

In furtherance of the most recent White House directive re:
Keeping Always On The Alert, yesterday I conducted my routine scan
of several left-wing periodicals, including (of course) the Washington
Post. In amongst the Post's articles praising the Sandinistas, I
spied the attached, entitled "Troubling Report on Schools". Such
a title in a Comsymp rag like the Post is news, be it good or bad.

It would be good news, naturally, if the"trouble" referred to were
merely the Post's expression of annoyance at a report of a healthy
back-to-basics trend in curriculum; on the other hand, if our local
friend-of-Moscow were reporting a detereoration - of public education
to an extent that even it were alarmed, then it would be cause for
men of right reason everywhere to despair indeed.

It saddens e to report that the latter was the case. I should
have -been alerted by the photograph accompanying the preview. It shows
an obvious moral degenerate engaged in what could only be an cbscene
telephone call to the delight of two nascent juvenile delinquents
lon.terlng in the background. The program offered further evidence of
the proportions of this catastrophy: our friend the deviate was held out
- as not only a representative of the finest high school program in tha

world (my God!), but was shown to be in a position of apparent authority!
I suppose one could take some small comfort in the fact that Mr. Genetic
Defect appeared to have been got out of the classroom and away from cur
children, but the tragic fact is that he was shown to be advising inpres-
sionable youngsters and even offering "guidance". Merciful Jesus! It was
clear to this viewer that the only "guidance" the Damaged One had in mind
was toward the oleander bushes back of the gym. "Advice" took the form of
coddling acguiescence in whatever misbegotten scheme the latent draft-
dodgers had concocted to avoid Hard Work and Thrift.

I shan't go on. My ordinary clear thinking may be temporarily im-
paired by a Day After frame of mind. Let's hope that tire may offer a
kinder perspective. :

CHIEF COUNSEL TO THE MINORITY
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By Lawrence Feinberg
This year's spate of reports on
Americart schools has now spawned
a film documentary. Its view is large-
ly downbeat, like most of the re-
ports, though it starts with the state-
ment—Ilater half-proved—that “me-

diocrity and excellence walk hand in
hand” in the classroom.

The one-hour  film, “High
Schools,” was produced by Charles
Guggenheim and will be broadcast at
9 tonight on Channel 26. It is based
on the report by Ernest L. Boyer,
president of the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teach-
ing and a former U.S. Commissioner
of Education under President Car-
ter.

Like Boyer’s report, which was
released in September, Guggen-
heim’s film is thoughtful and often
insightful. Many of its scenes of the
schools ring true. Some are dramatic
and jarring.

There are buses, bells and intrud-
ing public address systems. A male
teacher walks into a girl's bathroom
to summon its smoking occupants to
class. A guidance counselor cajoles a
student to take harder courses. In an
auto mechanics class a hoy struggles
imarticulately to describe the kind of
light he wants to' work with. In in-
terviews teachers complain that they
can’t afford what they want for their
families.

Despite its merits, though, the
film is incomplete in important ways
and sometimes off-balance. Although
it faithfully reports Boyer’s major
recommendations, starting with a
core curriculum and mastery of Eng-
lish, it often focuses on a 1960s-style
critique of the schools as uncaring

Scene from PBS documentary “High Schools”; by-#Trace Guggenheim

and “unconnected” institutions rath-
er than on the current hard issues of
academic achievement and stan-
dards. '

For exampie, there are no pictures
of high school seniors stumbling
through eighth-grade level texts, who
can be found in many schools. Con-
versely, there are no shots of bright
students and bright teachers analyz-
ing a college-level text, which can
also be found.

While the film mentions that test.

scores have declined, it says many
students are “sufferers of informa-
tion overload.” Some of its most
vivid complaints are about the “pas-
sivity” of classrooms and the “big-
ness” of schools and their “detached”
bureaucracy.

Its only example of a student
praising his teachers takes place in a
small “alternative” high’ school de-
signed for dropouts. Teen-agers go to
work, it says, mainly “to give mean-
ing and purpose to their lives.”

The film also denounces academic
tracking, “which assumes that some
students are college-bound and oth-
ers are work-bound,” but its most
lively example of teaching and learn-
ing is a college-prep English class.

Guggenheim is well-known as a
political filmmaker for Robert and
Edward Kennedy, and in 1972 for

George McGovern. He has also pro-
duced widely acclaimed films on the
construction of the East Building of
the National Gallery of Art and on
Thomas Jefferson.

His “High Schools” was financed
by the Carnegie Foundation with a
$450,000 grant from the Atlantic
Richfield Foundation, and included
filming in seven schools—in Balti-
more, Missouri, New Jersey and
Brookline, Mass. There is also foot-
age from a meeting of the Montgom-
ery County School Board—under
assault from unhappy citizens.

Guggenheim says he didn’t just
report on what he found in the
schools, but used. them “to put flesh
and blood” on - Boyer’s findings,
though Boyer himself does not ap-
pear.

All this is quite different from th
film made in the mid-1950s to ac
company James Conant’s report or
schools. That documentary was
mostly Conant himself explaining his
views, a “talking head” kind of film
that one Carnegie staff member said
was “the sort of thing we wanted to
get away from.”

Guggenheim’s film certainly does
that.

Does it show us the schools? Yes,
but partly, and through its own
point of view.
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